
Printable Edition

Note: This resource includes all articles from the November 2012 Rural Policy Matters newsletter.
For the latest content updates, please check the issue index for this edition.

Editor's note: Links are free and current at time of posting, but may require registration or expire over time.

Facts and Figures: States That Spend Less Than $5,000 on
Instruction for Each Rural Student

Question: Which 13 states spend less than $5,000 on instruction per rural student?

Answer: At just $4,169, Idaho spends less per rural student on instruction than any other state. Other states that
spend less than $5,000 on instruction of rural students are Arizona ($4,249), Utah ($4,471), Oklahoma ($4,483),
Tennessee ($4,518), Mississippi ($4,578), Indiana ($4,808), Colorado ($4,820), Illinois ($4,910), Arkansas ($4,915),
Florida ($4,962), Ohio ($4,974), and Missouri ($4,996). The national average for rural instructional expenditures is
$5,657.

(Why Rural Matters, 2011–12. Data source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
Common Core of Data, Public School Universe, 2008–09.)

Life is Good: Educational Innovation in Rural Alaska

At Whittier Community School in Alaska, 8th grader Joey has taken primary responsibility for the school’s hydroponic
gardens and its two fish tanks “He loves fish,” says principal Stephanie Burgoon. Joey also manages a salmon roe
project in cooperation with Alaska’s Department of Fish and Game.

The gardens and fish tanks serve the school’s interdisciplinary curriculum. And Joey’s role? He took that on himself, a
reflection of the school’s culture of student responsibility for their own learning and its commitment to empowering
students to pursue their personal interests.

“We are passionate about working with students to find their strengths,” Burgoon insists. “When they find that
interest, what they’re really good at, it gives them confidence that helps them in other areas.”

The school received the first hydroponic system several years ago when the police seized it in a marijuana bust. “We
petitioned the court and asked if the school could have it for a project,” Burgoon explains. The system has proven
itself a dynamic resource, as useful to math and social studies as it is to the sciences. And, it produces lettuce, bok
choy, and Swiss chard, important in Whittier, where annual snowfall averages 40 feet and four months each year
have no direct sunlight.

Last year several students had an idea for a better system. So they used Rubbermaid containers, pipe, and sheer
ingenuity to build a second hydroponic system. They are currently running tests to see which system is more
effective.

That kind of ownership and inventiveness, the goal of corporate innovation seminars and MBA programs, is a natural
outgrowth of Whittier’s approaches.

With such a rich educational environment, it is no surprise that Whittier students do well.

Small and rural

http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2987


The town of Whittier, located on Prince William Sound, was established by the U.S. Army during World War II. The
area had long been a portage route, first for Chugach Indians and later as a passage for explorers and Gold Rush
miners headed for Alaska’s interior.

Whittier’s 150 year-round residents work primarily in commercial fishing and freight, for state transportation
authorities, and in the recreation and tourism industries that serve more than 700,000 summertime visitors.

“We are a ‘road community,’ ” says Burgoon, explaining that the town is accessible through a two and a half mile
tunnel. The road distinguishes Whittier from the rural Alaska villages that can only be reached by plane. In those
places, students attend one-room schools, take correspondence courses, or are home-schooled. So, Whittier
Community School, with its 35 students in pre-K through 12th grade, is far from the smallest formal schooling
arrangement in Alaska. Yet small size is an important aspect of its educational innovation.

Content competencies: academic and community

At the heart of the school’s academic program are ten content areas, five focused on academics and five developed
15 years ago when the school district asked residents: “what do you want your kids to be able to do?” The resulting
community content areas are Community and Culture, Technology, Physical Education and Health, Personal Social
Service/Leadership, and Career Development.

“These are not the Common Core, but standards developed by the district and aligned with Alaska state standards”
Burgoon explains. Each academic area has levels with specific learning targets in each level. These are not tied
directly to grade-level so students work in each content area at levels that are developmentally appropriate for them.
“It’s very fluid, a continuum of knowledge and skills. Kids are really taking charge of their own education,” Burgoon
adds.

Andrea Korbe, a Chugach School District board member and Whittier parent, says the standards “allow the school to
meet each child at their level and to challenge them no matter where they are on the continuum.”

Teachers and students work together to decide what students will do to meet their learning targets. Burgoon
describes how two students approached her with an idea for a video project for social studies. “As we talked it
through, we figured out how the project could also meet their Technology, and Community and Culture targets.”

Sometimes students work individually. Often they work in groups, teaching each other as they explore a topic
together.

“Students really take responsibility for learning, for themselves and each other,” Korbe emphasizes. “They are always
being mentored and mentoring each other. You’ll hear them say, ‘So-and-so knows all about . . . , and I helped So-
and-so with . . .’ They take a lot of pride in that.”

Whittier’s is an interdisciplinary approach that requires the school’s four teachers to work across grades and subject
areas.

“The preparation is the hardest part,” says Burgoon, who teaches all students in grades six through 12, in addition to
serving as principal. “Yet the beauty is the way everyone works together. It gives students a lot of power and in
some ways takes the teacher out of the equation,” she explains. “And we are not bound by a bell; we can take
advantage of those teachable moments.”

All four of Whittier’s teachers are highly qualified in all the subjects they teach. In addition, the school encourages
students to use out-of-school opportunities to meet learning targets. And it supplements its curriculum with
correspondence courses, distance learning, and University-based courses when needed. Students take the grade-
level standardized tests required by No Child Left Behind. “Even though each student may be working on a different
level in each subject, they all know what grade they are in,” laughs Burgoon. Most students take twelve years to
complete the program, though some graduate in less time and some opt to take a little longer. “It’s all about what
works best for each student,” Burgoon adds.

Annual school-wide theme

The curricular framework helps build community among students. And Whittier goes a step further to strengthen this
essential aspect of its school culture.

Each year the school chooses a school-wide theme that all students study together for the entire year. “It’s another
way for students to play on each others’ strengths,” says Burgoon. “Every student can talk to every other student
about what they are learning.” The theme also helps connect disciplines and enhance curricular cohesiveness.

This year the theme is “Around the World in 180 Days.” Burgoon says that there’s a giant map in the cafeteria.
“Every day while the students are eating breakfast, they talk about the regions they are studying.”



The school-wide theme creates spontaneous, student-led learning opportunities. For example, earlier this year while
the school was studying South America, middle grade students were responsible for the rain forest while high schools
investigated deforestation.

“But the high school students didn’t really know how to start because they didn’t know enough about the rain forest,”
Burgoon explains. “So the middle school students helped them. And someone had the idea to build a rain forest
inside the school. Everyone was learning, working together, helping each other figure out what they wanted it to be.”

Now Whittier’s hallway is a “rain forest” of trees, vines, a forest floor and canopy, and animals. One student made a
kind of ‘Where’s Wally?’ so the pre-schoolers could find hidden animals hidden. “It was incredible to see the
academic skills, teamwork, and process skills the students were using,” says Burgoon.

Last year’s theme was community. Students focused on providing services to Whittier. They launched a beautification
project, helped businesses get ready to open for the summer season, and made fish-themed art that they sold to
tourists.

During the “Life is Good” year, students started healthy eating and exercise programs that are still part of life in
Whittier. Other themes have included "Whittier is Prettier" and "Go Green."

Teachers solicit input from students and choose the theme in their annual three-day planning retreat each April.

Individual Learning Plan

A final component of Whittier’s approach is the Individual Learning Plan (ILP), which explicitly empowers students to
explore their personal interests. The ILP, which is not an IEP (the individualized programs required for students
receiving special education services), is a plan to support students to pursue their individual topic and present a final
project to community residents.

The projects are multi-disciplinary and largely self-designed. They help students discover their own strengths and
passions and build their public presentation skills. By the project’s completion, the student may well be the
community’s expert on the topic.

“Employers say they need people who can work in teams, find information on their own, and are self-starters,” says
Burgoon. “We teach these processes throughout our curriculum. Our kids start doing this at a very young age.”

Life is also real

Whittier is not without its challenges. The school population is diverse, comprised of students from Asia, Samoa, the
Philippines and other Pacific Islands, Athabaskan and Aleut Native Alaskans, and white students. It’s also surprisingly
transient. Last year enrollment jumped from 18 to 35 students. Korbe says the percentage of students with learning
challenges mirrors state averages.

Yet the strong sense of community, especially among students, helps to overcome some of these challenges. “The
kids are very supportive of each other academically and socially. Even in play the kids model acceptance. They
change the rules of their games so everyone can participate,” says Korbe.

That sense of community is one of several pieces Korbe sees as key to Whittier’s success. She also cites the
commitment of the school district to work with teachers and communities and the ways that Whittier has
implemented the district learning standards.

“The terms ‘differentiation’ and ‘personalization’ are buzzwords in education,” she says. “But at Whittier the standards
system makes them relevant and applicable. It’s great to see kids come into their own.”

Korbe credits the success of Whittier’s approaches to its teachers, who are expected to be knowledgeable in a range
of subject areas; flexible; resourceful; and willing to collaborate. “Teachers work really hard, but their work looks
different here than it does in most schools,” she observes.

It was just these approaches that drew Burgoon to Whittier as a teacher, ten years ago. “I strive to be a dynamic
teacher. I wanted the flexibility to teach the ways that are best for students, to trust my professional judgment,” she
asserts. “There’s no reason we can’t meet all kids’ needs.”

Read more:

Television coverage of Whittier’s hydroponic program:

www.ktva.com/home/outbound-xml-feeds/Whittier-School-Uses-Former-Contraband-179221751.html

Whittier Community School’s Facebook page:

http://www.ktva.com/home/outbound-xml-feeds/Whittier-School-Uses-Former-Contraband-179221751.html


https://www.facebook.com/pages/Whittier-Community-School/160623000616875

The Rules We Play By, Part 3: Citizen Action and Research

In previous articles in this RPM series, we explored what public policy is, how it affects what is possible, and where
education policy is made and enforced.

In this issue we explore influences on policymakers and turn our attention to the roles of citizen involvement and
research in policymaking. See the previous articles here and here.

There is no question that many education policymakers, at all levels, are influenced by the most powerful of their
constituents, be they large population segments, corporate lobbyists, or well-funded interest organizations. This
reality doesn’t necessarily lock citizens out of the political processes that affect their schools. See “Unexpected
Outcomes in Some Ballot Initiatives” for a report on key outcomes of this month’s education ballot initiatives.

Citizens can also change the direction of public policy by directly influencing policymakers. This usually requires a
compelling story supported by some kind of research and a willingness of citizens to get other people on board for
their cause through organizing efforts.

The role of research in policymaking

“Research is the accepted language of discourse around policy,” says Jerry Johnson, co-author of Why Rural Matters
and consultant to the Rural Trust. “Ideally, research helps develop an understanding of what works.”

Policymakers sometimes point to research as the public justification for policy decisions. But that doesn’t mean the
research is sound. “There’s a lot of ‘faux’ research out there,” says Johnson.

Interest groups have been known to produce questionable data and conclusions based on poor research methods,
and the developers of educational programs and learning interventions often hire their own research teams to
demonstrate the effectiveness of their products. Nevertheless, if such research captures the public imagination, gets
a lot of media attention, or is backed by big marketing dollars it can be viewed as valid. “Whatever the ‘accepted’
research is becomes the norm,” says Johnson.

Even the most well-intentioned and carefully constructed research can be marred by faulty assumptions, sometimes
with disastrous consequences. History is littered with examples in science, medicine, and education.

Countervailing research plays an important role in challenging the underlying assumptions and purported outcomes
of existing research. For example, the Arkansas State Department of Education once reported ACT scores by high
school size and made the argment that larger schools produced greater academic achievement. Their analysis failed
to account for differences in the student population (socioeconomic status, race, and the number of times taking the
test all influence scores). When the scores were reexamined by Rural Trust researchers using a model that
statistically controlled for student characteristics, a very different story emmerged: smaller high schools were
outperforming larger high schools.

Research can sometimes present or support an alternative narrative persuasive enough to change public (and
policymaker) opinion. More often, however, research is most influential when an issue is not considered settled or
when people don’t know very much about the issue and are open to information. Data, by itself, is rarely enough to
persuade firmly held beliefs.

“Research is most effective at influencing non-researchers and leading to changes in policy and practices when it has
an emotional hook,” says Johnson. “It needs a ‘story’ and effective advocates to help spread that story. Without
them important research can sit on a shelf and make no difference at all.”

The role of organizing in policy making

Organizing is the intentional effort of advocates to change something. “There are several models of organizing and
all of them involve conecting people over time to agitate for the change they want. They work together until they
reach the level of power to effect the change they seek,” says Page McCullough, Field Services Manager for the Rural
Trust.

Successful citizen organizing efforts marshal the interests of ordinary people around an issue in ways that enable
them to act collectively. “Organizing can cause policymakers to sit up and take notice. It communicates that a
constituency is seriously concerned and activated,” says McCullough.

Research is an important tool for organizing because it lends legitimacy to the organizer’s perspective on the issue at
hand. For example, McCullough points to the efforts of the Formula Fairness Campaign to address inequities in Title I

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Whittier-Community-School/160623000616875
http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2937
http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2971
http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2991
http://www.formulafairness.com/


funding in high-poverty small and medium-sized school districts. “The research, publicity, and work in Congress that
Marty Strange did around Title I funding demonstrates that focused, effective research and advocacy can bring an
issue to public attention. Even if you don’t win immediately, you help people understand, and you lay the
groundwork for more action in the future.”

While research is an important tool for citizen organizers, it is most effective when advanced by cohesive, well-
informed groups. And that takes time to develop. “Organizing is labor-intensive and long-term,” says McCullough. “It
takes a lot of skill and people on the ground, talking directly to other people, bringing information, strategizing,
building bridges, settling conflicts. It can feel risky to people, especially those who worry that involvement in the
issue will cause retaliation or negative repercussions for themselves or others.”

McCullough identifies school discipline policy as an example. “Parents and community residents may see that local
school discipline practices are harmful and unfair. But if parents fear their child will be targeted because they as
parents stand up, they may look for other ways to protect their children. Sometimes parents just don’t have much
political power to influence local policy decisions. That’s especially true when economic resources are very unevenly
distributed in the community. A lot of times the people who do stand up are so drained by the needs around them
that they don’t have time and energy to keep at it.”

Those realities are important examples of the need for organizing efforts that bridge communities across a state or
region and engage citizens who are less vulnerable to retaliation.

Rural challenges

Rural communities face challenges related to both research and organizing. Few research efforts address rural issues
directly. "Many traditional research designs are intended for investigating large populations and are not easily
modified for use with small population groups. Likewise, some of the available national data sets are not constructed
in ways that support rural-specific research," says Johnson. 

Organizing around rural issues is especially difficult because rural people are diverse and scattered and do not
constitute a demographic majority.

Yet rural people, especially rural minority and low-income residents who are particularly under-represented in most
states, deserve a seat at the policymaking table. Rural residents bring important insight and experience and their
communities are often the bellwether for emergent issues not yet recognized in more urban places.

Some Ballot Initiatives Could Have Far-Reaching Outcomes

Some type of education initiative was on the ballot in at least 19 states this month. The majority of initiatives related
to tax policy or school funding.

Several of the initiatives, however, could have a national impact. Among those were initiatives related to teacher
policy. In both Idaho and South Dakota, voters were asked whether or not to repeal newly implemented state
policies that dramatically altered teacher law.

In Idaho, the laws, pushed by state superintendent Tom Luna and backed by Republican Governor Butch Otter,
largely dismantled teachers’ collective bargaining rights, tied teacher pay to student test scores, and implemented a
student laptop program, funded in part by state reductions in funding for teachers. The South Dakota initiative,
backed by Republican Governor Dennis Daugaard, sought to phase out tenure protections and give pay bonuses to
teachers rated as the best in their districts, with 50% of the rating based on student test scores.

In both states the reforms were defeated by wide margins. Rejection of these laws, championed by Republican
leaders in two heavily Republican, right-to-work states has been widely characterized as a firm non-partisan
statement of voter support for teachers and public schools and a repudiation of policies that reduce teacher authority
and autonomy.

In Michigan, voters defeated Proposal 2, which would have guaranteed public employees, including teachers, the
right to collective bargaining and other union activity. The meaning of the defeat, however, is still being debated.

In Georgia, voters approved an initiative that will enable charter operators to establish charter schools without
approval of the local board or the state. But the law is being challenged in court on grounds that initiative language
was misleading. See “Georgia Charter Law Faces Legal Fight.” Washington State voters narrowly approved an
initiative to allow the state to establish 40 charter schools. The Yes on 1240 campaign to approve charters outspent
opponents by $10 million with major contributions from Microsoft co-founders Bill Gates and Paul Allen and from
Alice Walton, one of the heirs to the Wal-Mart fortune.

In Alabama, Amendment 4 was defeated. Proponents had argued it was important because it removed racist

http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2995


language from the state’s 1901 constitution. But opponents, including advocacy groups and the Alabama Education
Association, said it would also undermine the state’s constitutional obligation to public education.

Read more:

Alabama

www.waff.com/story/20026396/ten-of-11-amendments-pass

Georgia

http://chronicle.augusta.com/news/education/2012-11-11/georgia-legislative-caucus-join-lawsuit-against-gov-
nathan-deal-over?v=1352686339

Idaho

www.idahostatesman.com/2012/11/08/2338222/luna-and-his-allies-misread-idaho.html

Michigan

www.mlive.com/opinion/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2012/11/readers_debate_whether_proposa.html

South Dakota

www.argusleader.com/article/20121107/NEWS/311070055/Election-Education-reform-law-turned-back?
nclick_check=1

Washington

http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2019621664_elexcharterschools07m.html

 

Texas Legislators Grapple with Fixing the School-to-Prison Pipeline

Late last month, two legislative committees heard from over two dozen witnesses about the impact of harsh
discipline measures for students in a joint meeting that began a comprehensive examination of school discipline in
the state.

A number of studies and reports in the Lone Star State confirm that overall the state has extremely high rates of
student discipline and that harsh discipline is meted out disproportionately to students of color and students with
disabilities. According to one research study, 80 percent of black males between 7th and 12th grades had faced at
least one disciplinary action. (Editor’s note: See previous RPM coverage of that report here.)

Members of the Texas Senate Criminal Justice and Education Committees heard from teacher leadership
organizations about how discipline issues contribute to high rates of teacher attrition, from law enforcement officials
who say some superintendents push them to give students tickets for typical misbehavior, and from parents whose
children faced harsh discipline in school.

The two committees plan to examine how current state law criminalizes misbehavior in comprehensive review of
school disciplinary practices. They will also cover the disproportionate treatment of some groups of children and the
ways in which students are referred to law enforcement for criminal prosecution.

The legislators also heard about the newest study by Texas Appleseed, “Breaking Rules, Breaking Budgets,” which
studied 11 districts and found that officials there spent over $227 million a year on discipline measures and school
security. The study recommends lower-cost approaches to student discipline, including use of Positive Behavior
Interventions and Supports.

The Senate committees agreed to look at school discipline issues during the upcoming session.

Read more:

Local coverage:

http://www.waff.com/story/20026396/ten-of-11-amendments-pass
http://chronicle.augusta.com/news/education/2012-11-11/georgia-legislative-caucus-join-lawsuit-against-gov-nathan-deal-over?v=1352686339
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2012/11/08/2338222/luna-and-his-allies-misread-idaho.html
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2012/11/readers_debate_whether_proposa.html
http://www.argusleader.com/article/20121107/NEWS/311070055/Election-Education-reform-law-turned-back?nclick_check=1
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2019621664_elexcharterschools07m.html
http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2738


www.chron.com/news/texas/article/Texas-Senate-panels-examine-school-discipline-3992072.php
www.statesman.com/news/news/senators-delve-into-school-discipline-find-unfair-/nSr56/

Local coverage, including a link to the Texas Appleseed report on the high cost of harsh discipline:

www.dallasnews.com/news/education/headlines/20121030-texas-senate-panels-to-review-school-discipline-
security-practices.ece

Kentucky Court Considers Miranda Warnings

Last month, the Kentucky Supreme Court heard arguments in a case from Nelson County that could result in
students being given Miranda warnings before being questioned at school in the presence of a law enforcement
officer.

In the case under consideration, a student was questioned in the school office by an assistant principal in the
presence of the armed school resource officer about an empty prescription bottle found with his name on it. The
student admitted bringing prescription pain medication to school and giving some of it to other students. He was
ultimately charged with a crime and served jail time. The student and his lawyers argued his confession should not
have been admitted as evidence because he was not told of his Miranda rights.

The Nelson County juvenile court held that the student, N.C., was not in custody and therefore not due a Miranda
warning. That court also characterized the school resource officer as a mere “witness.” The Kentucky Court of
Appeals refused to hear the case, but the Kentucky Supreme Court agreed to hear arguments, many believe,
because of a recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling about juvenile Miranda rights.

Law enforcement officials must always give the warnings unless the subject is not in custody and feels free to
leave. Typically school officials do not have to give the warnings, which include telling individuals that they have the
right to remain silent and have the right to an attorney. However, the nation’s highest court has said that a student’s
age must be considered in balancing whether that student would reasonably understand he or she is “free to leave”
an interrogation in school. (See previous RPM coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court ruling in J. D. B. v. North Carolina
here.)

Opponents of the potential school Miranda warnings, including school leadership organizations, have said that such a
requirement would “hamstring” administrators’ ability to keep schools safe. Attorneys for the Nelson County schools
said that the “case at hand was simply a school administrator looking into a possible violation of a school policy and
not an investigation of criminal activity."

However, student advocacy organizations and many legal experts — including U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia
Sotomayor - have said that children are inherently at risk of being pressured into false confessions and that schools
should err on the side of advising them of their rights.

School safety expert Jon Akers, the Director of the Center for School Safety at Eastern Kentucky University, said
principals should step aside when students are suspected of criminal conduct. “It is always cleaner when law
enforcement handles that,” he said.

Read more:

Local coverage:

www.courier-journal.com/article/20121113/NEWS01/311140027/Kentucky-Supreme-Court-considering-
Miranda-warning-students?odyssey=nav|head

Op-ed on the case:

www.techdirt.com/articles/20121115/15463021068/school-administrator-brushes-off-constitutional-niceties-
like-fifth-amendment-rights-students.shtml

 

Ohio School Levies Meet Mixed Success; School Funding Fight Likely

Over half of the 192 district levies on Ohio ballots passed in this months elections. Renewal requests had a much

http://www.chron.com/news/texas/article/Texas-Senate-panels-examine-school-discipline-3992072.php
http://www.statesman.com/news/news/senators-delve-into-school-discipline-find-unfair-/nSr56/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/education/headlines/20121030-texas-senate-panels-to-review-school-discipline-security-practices.ece
http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2739
http://www.courier-journal.com/article/20121113/NEWS01/311140027/Kentucky-Supreme-Court-considering-Miranda-warning-students?odyssey=nav%7Chead
http://www.techdirt.com/articles/20121115/15463021068/school-administrator-brushes-off-constitutional-niceties-like-fifth-amendment-rights-students.shtml


better chance of passage (87 percent) than new levies, which passed at a 37 percent rate.

Nearly two-thirds of all local issues on Ohio ballots this year were requests for new money, the highest percentage in
a general election in a decade, according to statistics compiled by the Ohio School Boards Association. Efforts last
year to close the state budget deficit resulted in major cuts in state funding for local school districts.

School funding will be a contentious issue in the upcoming legislative session. Governor John Kasich, who has
publicly questioned whether schools need additional money, has promised to unveil a new school funding formula
this winter to replace former Governor Ted Strickland’s model. Kasich has not yet released details of his plan but
claims that Strickland’s model includes too many unfunded mandates and too little emphasis on classroom needs. He
has suggested schools should do more to share services, including buses, cafeterias, and administration, as a way to
save money.

In addition, two new organizations have announced plans to address school funding. Strong Schools, Strong
Communities (SSSC) says it will advocate for a fair, sustainable, and equitable funding formula and will educate the
public about charters, vouchers, and other policies. SSSC is supported by teacher groups and the Ohio Coalition for
Equity & Adequacy of School Funding, which was formed in the early 1990s to challenge the school-funding system.

The second group is 10,000 Moms United. Its public website consists of an “Open Letter … to Lawmakers,” claiming
that “our schools are broken and, as taxpayers, we’re being cheated.” The website claims to “love our schools and
the teachers who work so hard to help our kids,” but charges “too many of our children [are] failing to reach their
full potential.”

Read more:

Local coverage:

www.strongschoolsohio.com
www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/11/13/groups-get-ready-to-fight-for-schools.html

Websites of the new organizations:

www.strongschoolsohio.com
www.10000momsunited.com/

Georgia Charter Law Faces Legal Fight

Fifty-nine percent of Georgia voters approved a constitutional amendment that will create a new statewide chartering
entity in the state. However, a lawsuit is underway challenging the language used to describe the amendment on the
ballot as “misleading.”

Campaigning around the issue was fierce, with public officials being sharply criticized for taking positions and millions
of dollars of out-of-state donations being made to support the amendment. (See previous RSFN coverage here.)

Just before the election, teacher Beverly Hedges of Dalton and Atlanta minister Timothy McDonald filed a lawsuit
against Gov. Nathan Deal, Lt. Governor Casey Cagel, and Georgia Secretary of State Brian Kemp claiming that they
mislead voters with the language used on the ballot. The question read: “Shall the Constitution of Georgia be
amended to allow state or local approval of public charter schools upon the request of local communities?” However,
both the state and local districts already had the authority to approve charter schools.

The Georgia Legislative Black Caucus has also joined the suit. The lawsuit asks a Fulton County court to declare the
language constitutionally improper and stop enforcement of the amendment.

Read more:

Coverage of the amendment ballot results:

www.ajc.com/news/news/charter-school-amendment-heading-toward-passage/nSy2J/

Coverage of the lawsuit:

http://onlineathens.com/election/2012-10-31/lawsuit-says-charter-amendment-language-purposely-deceives-
voters
http://chronicle.augusta.com/news/education/2012-11-11/georgia-legislative-caucus-join-lawsuit-against-gov-
nathan-deal-over?v=1352686339

http://www.strongschoolsohio.com/
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/11/13/groups-get-ready-to-fight-for-schools.html
http://www.strongschoolsohio.com/
http://www.10000momsunited.com/
http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2945
http://www.ajc.com/news/news/charter-school-amendment-heading-toward-passage/nSy2J/
http://onlineathens.com/election/2012-10-31/lawsuit-says-charter-amendment-language-purposely-deceives-voters
http://chronicle.augusta.com/news/education/2012-11-11/georgia-legislative-caucus-join-lawsuit-against-gov-nathan-deal-over?v=1352686339


Georgia District Must Clarify Use of Social Security Numbers, DOJ
Says

The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) has entered into an agreement with Georgia’s Henry County School District to
ensure the district’s practice of demanding Social Security numbers ends and that the district effectively
communicates enrollment requirements to all parents, particularly those who have limited English proficiency. 

Georgia law requires districts to request Social Security numbers from students, but it also requires that parents be
given a waiver option if they object to providing the number. This fall, DOJ raised concerns about enrollment
practices in the state. In response, the Georgia Department of Education issued guidance to all districts clarifying that
no student may be denied enrollment for failing to provide a Social Security number.

The DOJ conducted an investigation in Henry County after allegations that the district told parents their children
would be withdrawn from school for not providing a Social Security number and had failed to make its enrollment
procedures accessible to parents with limited proficiency in English.

The settlement agreement is meant to ensure that all students in the district are able to enroll in school, regardless
of national origin or immigration status.

In addition, Henry County must provide training on legal enrollment procedures to all district administrators and
report on the training to DOJ. It must also submit copies of enrollment forms and report on enrollment trends. The
district claims that it has ramped up scrutiny of new students in response to enrollment increases in recent years.

“No child should face barriers to enrolling in school,” said Sally Quillian Yates, U.S. Attorney for the Northern District
of Georgia.

The DOJ and the Department of Education Office of Civil Rights (OCR) have renewed attention to school enrollment
procedures in the wake of harsh new immigration statutes passed in several states. DOJ and OCR issued a joint
“Dear Colleague” letter to state and local education agencies outlining permissible enrollment procedures last spring.

Read more:

Local coverage:

www.henryherald.com/news/2012/nov/13/residence-still-question-henry/

Read the press release and settlement on the Department of Justice website:

www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2012/November/12-crt-1342.html
www.justice.gov/iso/opa/resources/456201211914625474963.pdf

Read the “Dear Colleague” Letter here:

www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201101.html

Previous RPM coverage of these issues in Alabama:

www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2974
www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2801

 

Teacher Certification by Locale

http://www.henryherald.com/news/2012/nov/13/residence-still-question-henry/
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2012/November/12-crt-1342.html
http://www.justice.gov/iso/opa/resources/456201211914625474963.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201101.html
http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2974
http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2801


Source: Staklis, S., & Matthews, M. (2012). Beginning K-12 teachers characteristics and preparation by school type,
2009 (report number 2013-153). Washington, DC: National Center for Education Statistics. Retrieved from
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2013153.
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