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Facts and Figures about the Mobility of Rural Students

Question: Which state has the highest rate of poverty (as measured by eligibility for federally funded subsidized
meals) among rural students?

Question: Which three states have the highest rates of rural student mobility, that is, the highest numbers of rural
students who have changed residence in the previous 12 months?

Answer: Nevada (21.8%), Arizona (19.5%), and Alaska (17.4%). These figures are expressed as a percentage of all
rural children aged 5–17 in the state. Closely following these three states in rank are Florida, Georgia, and Montana.

(Why Rural Matters, 2011–12. Data source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
Common Core of Data, Public School Universe, 2008–09.)

Reminder: Don't Miss Upcoming Dropout Prevention Webinar!

"Utilizing the Village: Building Community Support for Dropout Prevention and Recovery Work in Rural Communities"
will be presented May 3 from 1:30 until 3:00 p.m. EDT. This is the first in a series of three webinars on dropout
prevention sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education with assistance from Jobs for the Future. Featured
presenters for this event are Doris Terry Williams, Executive Director, Rural School and Community Trust, and Linda
Carillo, Principal, College, Career, and Technology Academy, Pharr-San Juan-Alamo School District.

Williams and Carillo will present information about the unique nature of the dropout crisis in the rural context
and successful prevention and recovery strategies in communities where they have worked. Dr. Williams was recently
appointed to the rural education technical working group on dropout prevention and recovery established by the U.S.
Department of Education.

A link to registration can be found here: http://ruraldropoutprevention.weebly.com. At this site, you can also view the
full agenda and preview background materials.

2012 Rural Trust Global Teacher Fellows Announced

The 2012 Class of Rural Trust Global Teacher Fellows has been named, and the awardees are busily making final
arrangements for their travels which will take them from their schools in Scott’s Branch, South Carolina, to Egypt;
from Newport, Vermont, to Ghana, and myriad places in between.

Thirteen individual teachers and five teams of two teachers each will depart this summer for international travel and
study and from that experience, develop a place-based learning curriculum for use in their own classrooms.

The fellowship for professional and personal development was open to K–12 teachers working full-time and teaching
60% time in a rural community, as defined by National Center for Education Statistics locale codes. The Fellows will
also convene in the fall for a two-day place-based learning institute. Applicants had to develop and describe their
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proposed international study and how it would enhance their students’ learning and impact their school and
community.

Many of the 2012 Fellowships will involve the use of technology to link the international destination of the teacher
with his or her students at home. On a recent orientation call, the Fellows excitedly exchanged information about
how they would use Skype, blogs, and other media to keep in touch during their travels and to build connections
between communities abroad and at home.

In the coming months, Rural Policy Matters and other Rural Trust publications will introduce our readers to this
diverse group of dedicated and creative rural educators. We will also follow the Fellows throughout their travels this
summer and update you on their exciting experiences along the way. Stay tuned!

Read more:

Details about the Rural School and Community Trust’s Global Teacher Fellowship program:

www.globalteacherfellowship.ruraledu.org/

Global Teacher Fellows Describe the Inspiration Behind the
Application

The rural teachers who will be traveling to international destinations this summer as Rural Trust Global Fellows will
without a doubt bring back engaging photos, artifacts, and other memorabilia. They will have made connections to
worldwide places that will help them strengthen their students’ own connections to their communities by linking
knowledge and experience. But well before those phases of the process, the Global Fellows undertook the important
first step of creating a plan and framework for their travel that would be relevant to their students’ learning. Twenty-
three rural educators were selected during the 2012 competitive application process for their innovative proposals,
and RPM will be featuring them in this periodic series that showcases their projects, in their own words.

Nina Daye, a high school science teacher from Hillsborough, North Carolina, lived in Germany as a child and always
hoped to return someday. This summer, she will travel to Germany as a Rural Trust Global Fellow to help her
students make connections between the biomes and ecosystems of that country and their own. She says, “I am
always trying to expand the vision of my students so that they see beyond our community and North Carolina. This
fellowship is a way to gather more first-person experiences and virtual field trips for my students. I feel thrilled and
honored to be able to help my students experience biomes and ecosystems we don't have here. I hope this
experience helps them to understand the similarities and differences involved in solving environmental issues in
different locations in the world.” The title of her fellowship project is, appropriately, “Over the Rivers and Through
the Woods.”

Some of the Global Fellows will be working on cross-curricular projects. Karyn Neubauer, a visual arts teacher from
Thetford, Vermont, is traveling in a team with Dana Brettell, a Spanish teacher also from Thetford, to Buenos Aires.
About designing their fellowship in Argentina, Neubauer said, “I was inspired by the creative challenge of designing
my own professional development experience and the thought of experiencing another culture to learn more about
my discipline. It was exciting to plan this with a colleague who teaches Spanish; the destination came from a wish to
work together, to combine art and world language in a unique way. Buenos Aires came naturally from our
brainstorming sessions as soon as we identified that we wanted to focus on art and culture in the Americas, and
South America in particular. Buenos Aires has a remarkable artistic history of public art, including mural and street
art, that speaks about itself in a powerful way.”

Katie Hendrickson from Athens, Ohio, falls into a rare category of Global Fellows: she is a pre-algebra teacher. Her
fellowship, “The Mathematics of Textile and Fashion Design,” will take her to Italy, France, and Belgium. “When I
found out about the fellowship, I looked into the past fellows' projects and was surprised to see only a few math
teachers. This seemed like the perfect opportunity to do some research into a particular industry, dig out the math,
and create lessons that would be real, relevant, and interesting to my students,” she said. How did she choose her
destination? “Because I'm studying the fashion industry, Paris and Milan were a must! I also wanted to talk to the
smaller artisans, so I did a little research and found out about lace-making in Bruges and leather-making in Venice.”

Josan Perales is a Spanish teacher and Edward Dougherty is a  Language Arts teacher at Vista Grande High in Taos,
New Mexico. They are going to Cuba to study the legacy of that country’s education policy. Josan said, “We are
always looking for opportunities for growth as professional educators and life-long learners — qualities we strive to
instill in our students. It seems like every time we learn of a new grant opportunity, an endless stream of ideas
begins for how we can grow, what do our students need, and what can we bring back to them that will get them
excited about learning through our visceral experiences. We had a thousand and one ideas for research and
destinations. It so happens that the day the notification of intent to apply to the Rural Trust Global Teacher
Fellowship we received news of a special opportunity for educators to travel to Cuba, which we immediately decided

http://www.globalteacherfellowship.ruraledu.org/


that would be our plan for the fellowship. We were quite anxious to hear if we got the award or not and upon
learning, we ran around our school proclaiming we were on our way to Cuba and giving everyone high fives. Vista
Grande is such a wonderful and supportive community. Everyone was excited — and jealous for us.”

Another unique Global Fellowship team is the husband-wife duo of Jose Galvan, a social studies teacher at Macomb
Junior High in Macomb, Illinois, and Corinne Galvan, an agriculture teacher at West Prairie High School in Sciota,
Illinois. The couple is heading to Great Britain. Corinne told us, “Since both my husband and I planned to apply for
the Fellowship, we wanted to select a location that would reflect both our teaching disciplines — agriculture and
history. After much discussion, we felt England would provide the perfect opportunity for us to explore our subjects
and compare how English traditions led to innovations and developments in America.”

Corinne’s reaction to learning of her award is memorable. I "had been waiting for weeks to hear the news, but had
gotten so busy with school activities that I was completely distracted. One afternoon, my husband sent me an email
with three words: "Check your inbox!" I opened my email and was beside myself! I immediately went to my mother's
classroom — she teaches in the same building as I do — and interrupted her 7th grade language arts class by
dropping the letter on her desk. Once we celebrated, I called my husband and found out he was accepted as well.
Not only were we excited for ourselves, but we were overjoyed at the thought of being able to complete our projects
as a team.”

Sharmon Hagler is a character education teacher at Hollister RV Middle School in Hollister, Missouri. The Global
Teacher Fellowship will enable her to participate in the Holocaust and Jewish Resistance Teacher's Program, which
will take her to Washington, DC, Poland, Germany, and Israel. The program was initiated by Holocaust survivor
Valdka Meed. When asked what guided her course of study, Sharmon said, “My dad, a member of the Greatest
Generation, recently passed away at the age of 91. Pondering his stories of World War II, which I often share with
my students, I realized that survivors of the Holocaust are also fading from history. Last summer after attending a
Holocaust workshop at the United States Holocaust Museum I determined it is up to me, as an educator, to instill in
today’s youth that such a horrific event must never occur again. Upon my return I will plan and implement a cross-
curricular, linear, and age-appropriate Holocaust study program in Hollister Middle School. The Holocaust is more
than concentration camps. It is the logical and methodical genocide of several groups of people in Europe.” Sharmon
described herself as “humbled” by her awarded fellowship. “It has become my passion to encourage my students
that it is their generation’s responsibility to guarantee a Holocaust never reoccurs and genocide must be eliminated.
Although the journey will be extremely emotional, I am counting the days until I leave on this journey. I can’t wait!”

Read more:

Meredith Reddick, a Rural Trust Global Fellow and Spanish teacher at Kansas High School and Oakland High School in
Illinois, was recently profiled by the Center for Midwestern Initiatives of the Rural School and Community Trust:

http://cmi.ruraledu.org/rural-teacher-corps/84-illinois-teachers-travels-add-global-perspective

Community Initiative Supporting Rural Arts Education in the Ozarks

Budding artisans in rural schools in the Ozarks are benefitting from an initiative that brings hands-on, cross-curricular
art lessons that engage them and encourage them to integrate their artwork into their communities. Founded in 2010
as an arts education initiative of the Rural Schools Partnership, Placeworks funds an artist-in-residence to bring
interdisciplinary art projects to rural school districts in Missouri.

Kate Baird, a former teaching artist at the Guggenheim Museum, the Kentler International Drawing Space, and the
Rubin Museum of Art in New York, visits the classrooms free of charge. She brings lesson plans, ideas, and materials
for original projects that schools otherwise would not have.

As school districts face funding cuts, the arts are typically the first to be sacrificed, despite being designated a ‘core
academic subject’ under the 2002 version of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (No Child Left Behind) and
being a part of curriculum requirements in most states.

But Placeworks is making a difference in rural Missouri. Artist Baird estimates that more than 800 students have
participated in Placeworks projects since its inception. This number includes students in Fordland, who created an art
installation for the school’s entry hallway using only pool noodles, and Conway students who designed imaginary
road signs for historic Route 66, which runs through the middle of their town.

Earlier this month, the U.S. Department of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) released a
study entitled Arts Education in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools 1999–2000 and 2009–10 which confirmed
the uneven availability of classes in the arts to students across the country. In 2009–10, for example, schools with
the highest percentage of free or reduced-price lunch-eligible students were significantly less likely to provide access
to arts education at both the elementary and secondary levels.
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Not only are art classes a victim of funding shortfalls, they are also often under-prioritized as curriculum is narrowed
in favor of courses lending themselves more easily to standardized testing. And, there are other challenges to
implementing arts education for rural districts. Arts teachers typically carry very full loads, and many teach at more
than one school, according to the NCES report.

Read more:

Information about the Placeworks program, including a current application for schools interested in the program
here:

www.ruralschoolspartnership.org/grants

More coverage of Placeworks projects here:

www.ruralschoolspartnership.org/archives/682

Read the NCES Report here:

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2012/2012014.pdf

Learn more about how to measure arts education resources in your own community here:

www.kennedy-center.org/education/kcaaen/resources/CAudit6-9.pdf

Reports on the status of arts education in a number of states here:

http://artsusa.org/pdf/advocacy/status_of_artsed_state_reports.pdf

Gainesville Schools and Community Benefit from Foundation
Investment

In rural Ozark County, Missouri, the local school district is now using a wood-chip fueled generator which will provide
significant energy savings, and which was in part funded by local investment.

Gainesville R-V School District went online with their new generator last fall, just in time to heat the district’s entire
campus for the winter. By eliminating the need for nearly all natural gas, the district can expect to save about
$37,000 per year on heating and cooling costs. According to Superintendent Bill Looney, the district was also able to
replace all its old windows with energy-efficient windows, replace baseboard water heaters in all of the bathrooms,
and make other energy-efficient improvements.

Energy costs and facility maintenance are two of the most significant fixed costs for rural schools, and switching to
the biomass generator was an expensive project for the small district.

But an investment initiative of the local community foundation made the upgrade possible. The Community
Foundation of the Ozarks (CFO)’s Mission Related Investment Program was created to provide low-interest loans for
local projects when conventional financing sources are not available. CFO made a $1.1 million loan to the Gainesville
School District for the generator, worked out through a lease-purchase agreement. Over the course of ten years the
district will make below-market interest rate payments to CFO to own the generator outright. Gainesville also enlisted
financial support from White River Valley Electric Cooperative.

The biomass heating unit was also funded partially by a grant using American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
funding. Gainesville and five other districts in Missouri received the support through the “Fuels for Schools” project of
the Missouri Department of Conservation. MDC allocated the funds in cooperation with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture Forest Service’s State & Private Forestry Program. Through the program, the USDA and MDC encourage
energy efficiency and forest health, and create jobs in rural Missouri.

There are also environmental benefits that will accrue from this project. The wood chips used to fuel the generator
come from low-value wood in local forests. They are sourced from small diameter trees, which have little to no
market value. Utilizing those trees improves forest health and lowers fire hazard.

School facilities play a powerful role in a child’s education, and maintaining safe and efficient facilities is a significant
financial challenge for many rural school districts, who often left to their own devices by states to find funding for
improvements. For the Gainesville schools, though, community investment made the difference.

 Read more:
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Local coverage of the ribbon-cutting for the generator:

www.ozarkcountytimes.com/mobile/article_698fe506-00f1-11e1-bf18-0019bb30f31a.html
www.cfozarks.org/2011/10/25/biomass-generator-means-big-savings-for-gainesville-school-district/

Gainesville Junior High/High School website with photos of the project and FAQs:

http://gainesville.mo.schoolwebpages.com/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?
sectiondetailid=4755&

Coverage discussing the Community Foundation of the Ozarks’ Mission-Related Investment initiative:

http://ksmu.org/article/cfos-mission-related-investments-and-double-bottom-line

More on the MDC Fuels for Schools Program:

http://mdc.mo.gov/newsroom/missouri-fuels-schools-projects-bring-celebration
http://missourifuelsforschools.totorcd.org/

 

Missouri Formula Fight Likely to Produce Mostly Losers, Few
Winners

Show-Me State legislators had promised to address the growing shortfall in state school funding this session, but the
two bills that propose finance formula changes are stalled in committee. Estimates of the shortage range from $260
to $300 million dollars.

The growing deficit has been caused in part by the lagging economy, but legislators have been forced to address the
issue this year because of the ongoing implementation of a new funding formula set to be fully funded next year.
Missouri districts were supposed to receive an additional $800 million in school aid, phased in over seven years. The
foundation formula, adopted in 2005, was meant to address differences in the ability of districts to raise school funds
and reduce reliance on local property wealth.

Districts that were typically able to raise significant local taxpayer dollars for schools were put into a "hold harmless"
category, ensuring that their state funding would not be reduced as the formula went into effect. And, in recent
years, these districts have seen smaller budget cuts. Approximately one-third of the state’s 500 districts fall into that
category and are typically located in more affluent areas. "Formula" districts are those that rely on the state formula
for the majority of school aid, and as the formula has been underfunded, have had greater cuts to their budgets.
Rural schools in the state are more dependent on the formula, and make up the majority of "formula" districts.

Another important aspect of the new formula is the "adequacy target," a figure calculated by averaging the per-pupil
expenditures in high-spending and low-spending districts across the state. That amount has increased since 2005,
and underfunding the target has contributed to the huge disparities between districts.

Currently, all Missouri schools have received equal cuts to their state allocation. But the effects of those cuts are far
from equal. Districts that are heavily reliant on state aid have had to make serious budget reductions. One Ozarks
school could not afford to replace a Spanish teacher, had to let its special education teacher go, and can only employ
its physics teacher on a part-time basis. Some districts have said that with extreme belt-tightening, they can last
another year, but still must figure out a way to provide for fixed costs like insurance that are not within their control.
Meanwhile, wealthy districts claim that increased local revenue comes from local commitment to schools, not inequity
in the school formula.

Rural Missouri districts had worked in a coalition to challenge the state’s funding formula in a school finance lawsuit,
Committee for Educational Equity (CEE) v. State, but the Missouri Supreme Court ruled that education is not a
fundamental right for students in the state and that students across the state are not entitled to equal funding.

In the decision, the state was found to be meeting its responsibility because it spent at least 25% of state revenues
on education, a provision of the state’s constitution. Rural plaintiffs included school districts in Southeastern
Missouri’s Ozarks region. (Editor’s note: The Rural Trust has studied school funding disparities in the area; see that
analysis here.)

The Rural Trust also participated in the CEE case as a friend of the court, filing a brief that argued that the 25%
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spending requirement was not the only educational provision the state was required to follow and cited a phrase in
the Missouri constitution that the education system provide for the “general diffusion of knowledge and intelligence.”
The high court, however, refused to find any state responsibility in that phrase.

The lone partially dissenting justice in the CEE case, Judge Michael Wolff, now a professor at St. Louis University, has
since said the current system of funding is set up to have wide disparities. "It's very hard to argue that the Missouri
Constitution requires equality when the system is set up to ensure inequality," said Wolff.

Funding bills in both houses of the legislature are tied up in committee, at least in part because of other controversial
measures attached to them — including eliminating teacher tenure and creating voucher programs. If the legislature
does not solve the problem, it will fall to the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to sort out
how the funding cuts will be allocated, an outcome that is not sought by any group. The overall current education
budget that will be finalized in conference committee in coming days would give a slight increase to basic aid for
districts.

Read more:

Local coverage of this year’s session:

www.komu.com/news/missouri-public-school-funding-creates-winners-and-losers-/
www.columbiamissourian.com/stories/2012/04/12/major-education-issues-have-not-been-resolved-missouris-
session/
www.whig.com/story/17459995/legislative-mixed-bag-in-missouri-could-mean-long-dreaded-funding-cuts-for-
northeast-missouri-schools
http://kbia.org/post/mo-senate-stalls-k-12-funding-formula-changes
http://news.stlpublicradio.org/post/suburban-rural-senators-battle-over-k-12-funding-mo
http://ozarksfirst.com/fulltext?nxd_id=634562

Read proposed legislation here:

www.house.mo.gov/billtracking/bills121/biltxt/commit/HB1740C.htm
www.senate.mo.gov/12info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=28

Background on legislative proposals

www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/school-funding-formula-is-focus-of-missouri-legislators-
work/article_a5a5ab77-c4bc-5bf7-aa24-a273934f1e8c.html
www.columbiamissourian.com/stories/2012/03/11/missouri-package-bill-would-change-school-funding-
teacher-tenure/.

Hold-Harmless Clause Spurs Pennsylvania Legislators' Planned
School Finance Lawsuit

Pennsylvania State Representatives Doyle Heffley (R-Carbon), Joe Emrick (R-Monroe), and Mario Scavello (R-Monroe)
announced earlier this month that they plan to challenge the constitutionality of the school funding formula. All three
hail from fast-growing regions of the state and claim that their school districts have been shortchanged as a result of
the formula’s “hold harmless” clause which is designed to help slower-growing districts and those losing population
from falling behind by guaranteeing that they will not receive less money each year than they did before.

The representatives assert that a political solution is unlikely since many legislators’ districts benefit from the
provision, and that the entire formula needs to be thrown out. Since the announcement, other legislators have joined
the suit.

Persistent declining enrollment can cause significant challenges for schools and districts. If the enrollment decline is
chronic, it generates serious financial distress because of the loss of per-pupil state revenue. This reduction usually
results in deeps cuts in programs, staff, and resources. Small rural schools are especially vulnerable to these
problems, since they have proportionally less leeway in finding cost-saving areas. Hold harmless provisions help
cushion the impact of declining enrollment for rural and small districts.

Education advocates across Pennsylvania have acknowledged that the state’s funding system needs work. Despite an
overhaul of the school finance formula in 2008, districts are facing serious funding cuts. The formula change came
with a six-year plan to fully fund the new education formula with an additional $2.6 billion, but federal stimulus funds
were used for the increases and those funds have since been depleted. A current school funding proposal would
move a large part of education funding into a block grant system, which small and rural districts say dilutes
provisions meant to address differences in their districts’ population and wealth.
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The 2008 formula changes also included the addition of a location cost metric (LCM). An analysis by the Rural Trust
found that the LCM tended to favor lower-poverty districts by increasing overall funding to those districts where
professional salaries and housing costs are high. (Editor’s note: You can read more about this study here.)

The Pennsylvania Association of Rural and Small Schools brought a school finance lawsuit in 1991 claiming the
formula was unconstitutional, but the state’s high court eventually held in 1999 that education funding was a political
issue that must be addressed in the legislature. The legislators who are set to bring this year’s challenge characterize
that lawsuit as a plea for additional funding and say that their suit will succeed because they are asking for
redistribution instead.

Rep. Scavallo has said that he will foot the cost for the lawsuit, and that he is still working to add plaintiff school
districts to the suit. He expects the lawsuit to be filed by the summer. The suit will also ask for reimbursement of
millions of dollars to the faster-growing districts.

Read more:

Local coverage:

www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2012/04/house_gop_lawmakers_
prepare_to.html
www.tnonline.com/2012/apr/05/heffley-joins-suit-overturn-pa-school-funding-formula
www.post-gazette.com/stories/local/state/legislators-plan-lawsuit-to-trim-aid-to-shrinking-pa-schools-630417/

Coverage on Governor Corbett’s proposed budget:

http://articles.philly.com/2012-04-02/news/31275662_1_school-districts-block-grant-basic-education-funding

Ohio Still Seeking Stable, Constitutional Funding Formula

In May, the Ohio State House of Delegates Finance Committee will begin a series of hearings that could last as long
as a year to gather data to create a new school finance system in the state. Legislators have said they hope to have
a proposal in place by early 2013 in time for the next biennial education budget.

Since taking office in 2011, Governor John Kasich has committed to replacing outgoing Governor Ted Strickland’s
“evidence-based” funding model, saying it had too many unfunded mandates and not enough emphasis in classroom
needs. That “evidence-based” model would have required that the state select and fund only educational methods
that are supported by research on best practices.

The Strickland formula was to be implemented over a ten-year period, beginning in 2008. Since then, the formula
has never been fully funded, and allocations have been based on the previous year’s budget. Most districts have also
had funding cuts, including $780 million which was cut from the current biennial budget. Governor Kasich initially
promised a quick reform process but has since backed off that promise, noting that a strong plan takes time to
develop.

Legislators may be feeling an increased sense of urgency to work on the school finance system after the release
earlier this month of a study of the nation’s 39 state-funded preschool programs that ranked Ohio last in per-child
funding. The National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) report stated that funding for preschool in Ohio
has been cut by more than one-third since 2009.

Ohio’s school finance system was originally challenged in court by rural school districts because of its overreliance on
local property taxes and property wealth, which caused extreme disparities from county to county. Those inequities
were a factor in four Ohio Supreme Court rulings that found the previous school funding system unconstitutional.
Wealthy districts still maintain that they are unfairly penalized by the system. Although some school leaders from
small and rural schools have seen some reduction in the reliance on property taxes, they say that the system remains
unconstitutional and that students across the state still do not have equal educational opportunities.

Read more:

Local coverage on the legislative committee’s plans:

www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/04/18/legislators-to-take-another-shot-at-fixing-school-
funding.html

Editorial urging funding reform:

www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/03/25/15-years--no-school-funding-fix.html
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Resource site on Ohio school finance containing background and links to most recent coverage of the issue:

http://stateimpact.npr.org/ohio/tag/k-12-school-funding/

Story on NIEER report:

www.cleveland.com/opinion/index.ssf/2012/04/ohio_bottoms_out_in_pre-k_educ.html

Montana Rural District Coalition Secures Additional Funding for
Schools

The Montana Quality Education Coalition (MQEC) successfully negotiated a settlement with the State of Montana in a
recent lawsuit that alleged that the state illegally cut funding from school districts.

MCEC ended the lawsuit after reaching an agreement with the state attorney general’s office that will ensure that
funding for districts will be adjusted upward by the full 2.43% inflationary factor as required by law and by the
Columbia Falls v. State school finance decision.

Last year’s funding bill increased education dollars by the inflationary amount, but that was contingent on the
success of another bill. When Governor Brian Schweitzer vetoed the second bill, the inflation factor was automatically
reduced to 1.6%. As a result of the veto, the final allocation for schools was millions of dollars short of the
constitutionally required amount. (For more background on the lawsuit, see previous RSFN coverage here.)

By resolving this issue this month, districts will have time to incorporate the results of the settlement for next year’s
budget planning. The settlement means approximately $4.6 million more school funding dollars for districts
statewide.

Read more:

Local coverage:

http://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/state-settles-lawsuit-giving-montana-schools-a-funding-
increase/article_81e8230e-7eb7-11e1-889f-0019bb2963f4.html
www.greatfallstribune.com/article/20120406/NEWS01/204060318/Settlement-funding-lawsuit-means-4-6-
million-more-public-schools

MQEC homepage:

www.mqec.org/

 

Rural School District Enrollment: Variations across Census Regions

http://stateimpact.npr.org/ohio/tag/k-12-school-funding/
http://www.cleveland.com/opinion/index.ssf/2012/04/ohio_bottoms_out_in_pre-k_educ.html
http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2792
http://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/state-settles-lawsuit-giving-montana-schools-a-funding-increase/article_81e8230e-7eb7-11e1-889f-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.greatfallstribune.com/article/20120406/NEWS01/204060318/Settlement-funding-lawsuit-means-4-6-million-more-public-schools
http://www.mqec.org/


 

 

 

Rural Policy Matters is published monthly by the Rural School and Community Trust. 
For subscription information visit http://www.ruraledu.org/cms.php?action=keep_connected.

Comments, questions, and contributions for Rural Policy Matters should be sent to:
Robin Lambert, Editor

E-mail: editor@ruraledu.org

National Office
4455 Connecticut Avenue, NW | Suite 310

Washington, D.C. 20008
Tel: (202) 822-3919 | Fax: (202) 872-4050

E-mail: info@ruraledu.org

© 2012 The Rural School and Community Trust

http://www.ruraledu.org/cms.php?action=keep_connected
mailto:editor@ruraledu.org
mailto:info@ruraledu.org

