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The report includes policy recommendation
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not biased in favor of large schools,
repair.  
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4. Improve the professional lives of teachers and administrators in hard-to-staff schools by 
providing mentors, improving professional development services, and providing more time for 
collaborative teaching approaches. 

5. Level the competition for highly qualified teachers by providing incentives for teachers who 
teach in small, poor, remote areas. 

 
The report was prepared as part of a Southern Rural High School Study Initiative sponsored by the 
Southern Governor’s Association and funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Beating the 
Odds is available online at www.ruraledu.org. 
 
Rural Trust Contact:  
Marty Strange, policy director (802) 728-4383 or Marty.Strange@ruraledu.org.  
Alison Yaunches, interim director of communications, (703) 243-1487 or 
Alison.Yaunches@ruraledu.org.. 
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