
 	   	  
	  

	  
	  

                     
 
 
 
 
 

   Project Planning Guide Coversheet 
 
Fellow/Fellowship Team Members: ______Mary Lou Carroll________________________________________________________________________  

Grade and Subject: ____Grades 9-12, Latin_______________________________________________________________________________________  

School/District Name: Elizabeth City-Pasquotank Public Schools__  Location: Elizabeth City, North Carolina_____________________________ 

 
Briefly describe the nature and focus of your Fund for Teachers Fellowship experience.   ___This was a two-week educational tour of Rome and Campagna in Southern Italy. 

Our group studied how the cultures of the Greeks, Volscians, Etruscans, Samnites, and others influenced Roman identity.  

1. How does that experience relate to your teaching assignment?  
This relates to my teaching in many ways, since I am a Latin teacher. Greco-Roman civilization is an integral part of the course. Latin is the language, but the culture is 

Greco-Roman. 
  

What student academic goals might your experience help to address? 

 There are needs in three areas: writing across the curriculum; the development of higher-order thinking skills; and the study of culture such as mythology and Roman 

history. 
  

2. What needs, issues, or interests in your local community might your experience help to address? 
Some members of my local community need to broaden their cultural horizons in a 21st-century, global economy. My experiences can help students and other community- 

members widen their horizons regarding travel, Italian culture, and Roman civilization along with its enduring influence in the modern world. 

3. Drawing upon your fellowship experience, list three student project ideas that might simultaneously address one or more student academic goals and community needs, 

issues, or interests.   
Project:	  	  Cultural	  Diversity	  Box	   Lead	  Person	  Mary	  L.	  Carroll	   Email	  Address	  on	  file	  

Greco-‐Roman	  Mythology	   Same	   	  

Roman	  Emperors	   Same	   	  

 
 
Project Objectives: Students will develop higher-order thinking skills, teamwork, presentation and writing skills while they learn more about the work of archaeologists and 
historians and Greco-Roman culture. 
 
 



 	   	  
	  

	  
	  

 
Describe your project. Who are your community partners and how are they involved in planning and implementation?  
 
Students will use the “Cultural Discovery Box” lesson from pp. 36-37 of AVID’s The Write Path: World Languages and a related handout to collaborate in teams. They will 
examine reproduction artifacts from ancient Italy, such as an oil lamp, an Etruscan vase, a bracelet, etc. Each team will use a protocol to examine its artifact and determine what 
the item reveals about its culture. Students will report their findings to the class. Each student will turn in a related writing assignment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essential Question: What is the theme of your project that will guide the work of students and community partners? 
How does a historian or archaeologist use artifacts to find out important information about an ancient culture? 
 
 
Learning Outcomes: What will students know and be able to do as a result of the project? Standards Addressed: (Learning Results or Benchmarks) 
 
Students will: 
1. make hypotheses 
 
2. practice deductive and observational skills 
 
3. compare and contrast 
 
4. examine their own lifestyles and culture in light of other times and places to better 
appreciate diversity 
 
5. write up their findings in a coherent, logical, and well-supported manner. 
 
 
 

 
Students will prepare themselves for the state writing test given in Grade 10. 
 
North Carolina Standard Course of Study for World Languages-- 
 
N.C. Competency Goal 4: The learner will gain knowledge and demonstrate 
understanding of the relationship among practices, products, and perspectives of 
cultures other than their own. 

What major activities will get students 
to the final assessment?   
                    

How will you assess these activities? Final Project Assessment; How will students demonstrate what they know and are able to 
do? 

1. Students will present their findings to the class. 
2. Students will synthesize their ideas in the form of an essay. 

 
 
 
 
  
 

1. Team collaboration and object 
observation and evaluation 

2. Oral report 
3. Pre-writing 
4. Essay Writing 

1. Formative assessment of oral 
presentations with teacher 
feedback. 

2. Plus/delta by students of each 
others’ oral reports (peer 
review) 

3. Teacher formative and 
summative assessments of 
formal essays. 

How are students involved in the planning and 
implementation of the project? 

What specific Literacy Strategies will the project 
address? 

What technology tools will enhance learning? 



 	   	  
	  

	  
	  

Students collaborate to evaluate their artifact and decide what 
to report to the whole class. Students have choice of essay 
topic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will use “object literacy,” deduction, 
observation, and writing skills. 

Students may compare and contrast ancient and 
modern technology. Some may choose to use word 
processing software and related tools for their essays. 

Project Timeline (attach a detailed Timeline to Planning Guide) 
Summer, 2010: Teacher gathers artifacts. August, 2010, teacher copies handouts and prepares lesson plan. First week of September, 2010: teacher brings artifacts to school and 
students do teamwork and oral reports. Teacher gives further information and feedback to teams. Students do prewriting in class and essay for homework. Second week of 
September, teacher reads highlighted portions of students’ work as exemplars for others. Teacher returns essays with formative assessment for state writing test preparation. 
Teacher instructs the whole class on common areas for improvement. Teacher chooses and photocopies select student work to turn in for her principal’s review. 
 
How will you document and celebrate the project? 
 
Examples of student work will be photocopied and turned in to the principal along with a report regarding the writing activities and the results. Highlighted work will be read 
aloud to the class. 
 
 
 
 
Budget for the Project 
 
 
None beyond the funding provided for summer study in Italy and the purchase of artifacts to study. 
 
 
 
 
 
Please attach any lesson plans to this Guide. This has been sent via a separate attachment. Material is copyrighted by AVID but has both Fund 
for Teachers and I have been given permission to publish these two pages as long as the disclaimer has been included, which has already been 
done. 
 
 
 
 

 



Cultural Discovery Box

Level
Novice to AP

Purpose
1. Practice observation and deduction skills with respect to object literacy.

2. Examine students' own lifestyles as part of the diversity of the world, similar in some ways to
the culture being examined and different in others.

Skills
1. Making hypotheses

2. Identifying the uses of various cultural items

3. Comparing and contrasting
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Materials
1. Maps of the world! country to be studied

2. Butcher paper, marking pens, and tape

3. Box of artifacts

4. Handouts

Procedures
Set the context: "Let's pretend that students from (TARGET COUNTRY) have sent these artifacts
to show you about their country and their lifestyle."

• Locate the country on the world map

• What do you think of when someone mentions (TARGET COUNTRY)? Students list ideas
on butcher paper. They should set this aside and refer back to it at the end of the
activity to check on the accuracy/ validity of their impressions.

Begin the Activity
"Just as an archaeologist or a museum curator learns about a culture by careful examination of
artifacts, we want to find out about (TARGET COUNTRY) by examining these artifacts. Before
we begin, what is one of the most important things that archaeologists or museum curators must
remember to do?" (TO HANDLE ARTIFACTS WITH GREAT CARE!)
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Reprinted with permission from AVIDCenter. Reproduction of copyrighted material without prior permission is

strictly prohibited.
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Cultural Discovery Box

1. Divide the class into groups of 5 and distribute one student handout per group. Group selects
a recorder. Give each group one artifact.

2. Each group should answer the following questions about the artifact (several answers may
be possible):

• Of what is the object made? (Describe it.)

• How do you think the object is used? (What is it?)

• What hypothesis can be made about the culture or society from which the artifact comes?

• With what in your own life does the artifact compare?

You may have to define or explain "hypothesis" as "an educated guess."

3. The recorder writes the answers on the handout.

4. Groups report back to the class and their hypotheses can be written on the butcher paper.

5. A general discussion follows:

• What do we have in common with this culture?

• What are some of the major differences?

• What would you put in a discovery box from your own culture?

• What more do you want to learn about this culture?

Reprinted with permission from AVIDCenter. Reproduction of copyrighted material without prior permission is
strictly prohibited.
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