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Facts and Figures About States Where at Least Half of the Rural
Districts Are Smaller Than the National Rural Median

Question: In which states are at least half of all rural districts smaller than the national rural median (553
students)?

Answer: In 21 states, half or more of all rural districts are smaller than the national rural average. The states
are concentrated in New England and the Great Plains and include Montana, North Dakota, Vermont, Nebraska,
South Dakota, Oklahoma, Colorado, New Mexico, Maine, Alaska, California, New Hampshire, Oregon, Kansas,
Arizona, Missouri, Idaho, Washington, Illinois, Massachusetts and Texas.

Source: Why Rural Matters 2013–2014.

 

To Travel: 2014 Rural Trust Global Fellows Share Their Stories,
Part 1

“As a teacher it can feel like you always have a mountain in front of you,” says Kristin DeVaul who teaches in
the coalfields of West Virginia. “Our state and county don’t fund laptops. Our district doesn’t have money for
things a lot of schools take for granted.

So when DeVaul, who teaches World History at North Marion High School, learned about the Rural Trust Global
Teacher Fellowship she was a little shocked and also very excited. The fellowships offer rural teachers grant
funding for international travel and learning experiences.

“To know that someone values educators and the job teachers do and offers this kind of opportunity to
teachers to better ourselves and the experiences of our students really changed my hope for education,”
DeVaul says. She and fellow Marion County teacher, Kristy Efaw, who teaches Special Education at East Park
Elementary, applied for and received Fellowships to spend several weeks exploring Europe.

DeVaul and Efaw are among thirty rural teachers who received Fellowships in 2014. The program, which is
funded by an anonymous donor, supports rural teachers to pursue their own interests through international
travel. Teachers, traveling individually or in teams, can design their experiences or choose an international
program in which to participate.

If selected for the Fellowship, teachers also participate in a Rural Trust workshop on Place-Based Learning. In
that workshop teachers consider how to connect student learning with their own communities and share ideas
about how to translate their experiences as travelers into student learning.

Applications for Fellowships for 2015 are now open. Information about the program and how to apply is
available here.

http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=3237
http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=3181
http://www.globalteacherfellowship.ruraledu.org/


Roman road to triumphal arch.

In 2014, Rural Trust Global Rural Fellows traveled to Central and South America, Asia, Africa, Australia, Europe,
and Canada. In Part 1 of this RPM feature, four Fellows share their experiences.

This changed my hope for education

DeVaul says she was looking for ways to engage her students more deeply when she learned about the travel
Fellowships. “There is a lot of literacy built into content in these courses, which is a real challenge for some
students, especially those with special needs. Some kids tend to shut down,” she says.

DeVaul knew from a unit on National Parks in her U.S. History class that students perked up when the class
studied parks she had visited. “The kids were enthralled by me going. They would ask all kinds of questions
related to the content.”

So rather than thinking about where she wanted to go, DeVaul decided to ask the students. “I thought, ‘this is
about the kids,’ so I asked them what they thought were the coolest things about world history.”

And the kids told her. They liked the Eiffel Tower, the Roman Coliseum, learning more about wars. “It was the
really iconic things that interested them,” DeVaul says. So she and Efaw planned a European trip that would
include places on the students’ lists. They took tons of photos and brought back maps and guidebooks, money,
and new perspectives.

“It’s been pretty amazing how many
ways there are to connect our travels
to curriculum,” DeVaul observes.

“We are doing a lot of work with map
skills and math. For example, I showed
them a photo of me at Constantine’s
Arch and asked them how long it took
me to walk from there to the
Coliseum,” she says, noting that
students had a new way to think about
Roman roads and why Constantine was
important.

“Now when we get to the explorers, a
lot of things will make more sense to
students. It starts to come full circle,”
DeVaul says.

Experience history

Susan Pomasko also teaches social
studies, and like DeVaul she was
looking for ways to engage her
students with historical content. “It is
important to experience history, not just learn about it,” she observes.

Pomasko teaches 7th and 8th grade social studies at Marlborough School in New Hampshire, where she also
works closely with other teachers in the community’s 180-student K–8 school.

She scheduled her travels to France and Canada while school was still in session so that students and
colleagues could follow along. She set up a blog and posted photographs and notes, even assignments. “One
of the great things about this opportunity was that I was able to choose what would be beneficial to me and
my kids and do that exactly,” she notes.

Pomasko’s trip was a way to investigate history and culture in New England. She was also drawn to the place-
based learning approaches integrated with the Rural Trust Global Teacher Fellowship program. “We want to
promote acceptance and understanding of diversity on a global level,” she says. “And we know our students
haven’t had a strong awareness of their own cultural heritage.”

Marlborough's French history influenced Pomasko’s choice to go to France and Canada to trace the routes of
French immigrants into New Hampshire.

“I went to St. Malo, on the coast of France. That’s where French explorers to North America set sail,” she says.
“I also went to La Rochelle, the port where early French settlers gathered, registered, and waited for ships to
take them to ‘New France,’ what is now Canada.”



Maputo white rhino and calf.

In Canada, Pomasko visited Quebec City and Montreal to explore early settlements and the St. Lawrence
Seaway. From there she traveled south to learn more about the Amoskeag Mill in Manchester, New Hampshire
and Lowell Mills in Massachusetts. “ “We also want them to understand the push-pull factors that influence
immigration,” she explains.

Back at home, Pomasko has been busy working with other teachers to create curriculum to engage students in
Marlborough. For example, third graders are working with the local Historical Society to map and research local
sites. They will choose one and develop a presentation to convince the town to save that site. Fifth graders will
develop exhibits on all cultural groups in the region and will research factors that draw people to particular
communities. Sixth graders will investigate health and conflict issues prevalent in the Medieval period and work
with local practitioners to learn more about wellness and conflict resolution techniques today.

“To be encouraged to do my own investigating and research, rather than to be told what to do, created so
many possibilities. I can’t say enough about this opportunity,” says Pomasko.

You can read more about Pomasko’s travels here and see Marlborough’s curriculum, Investigating Our Cultural
Heritage: The French Connection here.

So different, and so much in common

For Lori Bockting who teaches art at Linn High School in Missouri, the Rural Trust Global Teacher Fellowship
was about connecting her students to others whose lives share a core similarity. “Our students live on working
family farms,” she explains. “They are very connected to animals; they have chores and do things that have to
be done for their families to survive. But now that the American family farm is close to extinction, kids in Linn
don’t have a lot of other kids who can relate.”

Bockting decided to go to southern
Africa, in part because of its family-
based agriculture. “I went to South
Africa, Botswana, Mozambique, and
Zimbabwe,” she says. She chose to
travel with Global Explorations for
Educators Organization
(www.geeo.org), which offers
international travel experiences for
groups. “We camped the entire time,”
Bockting says. “That made it possible
for us to be in rural places and to get
to know people that we would not
have been able to meet if we had just
been in cities and tourist destinations.”

Among the places Bockting visited was
the Mondy Primary School in
Zimbabwe. “It costs a family $150 a
semester for each child to attend,
grades one through eight,” she says.
“There’s over 70% unemployment and
the average wage is only $3 a day, so
that’s what families are working for—to make sure their kids can go to school.”

The children have after-school responsibilities that are remarkably similar to students in Linn. “They feed
animals and graze cattle and take care of chickens,” she says, adding “but they have to shepherd their animals
into fenced areas at night so they don’t get eaten by hyenas.”

As part of the tour, Bockting was also able to visit the Okavanga Delta, the only delta in the world that empties
onto land. “It flows into the Kalahari Desert and gradually turns from marshland into desert. In the dry season
animals migrate to find water there,” she says. Bockting saw giraffe, wildebeasts, elephants, zebra, hippos,
impala, and kudu.

The group also went to Victoria Falls and Antelope Park, which includes a lion preserve, in Zimbabwe and to
Chobe National Park in Botswana, where they saw Kalahari elephants, rhinos, and lions.

Bockting says the opportunity to see so many animals was a big bonus for the trip. “But for me and my
students it was the connections with people that have been most meaningful,” she says. “We’re establishing a
pen pal program so the kids can write each other letters. My kids are mesmerized that the students I met have
lives that are so different from theirs and yet they have so much in common.”

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9HszJJggFDiNkNvbjFCMnFvLUE/edit?pli=1
http://spomasko.weebly.com/
http://www.geeo.org/


Cuban Artist José Fuster's community art project in
Jaimanitas, a neighborhood west of Havana.

Community arts for building community

“I’m interested in how the visual arts transform and transmit ideas,” says Teresa Heil. That was one of the
reasons she chose to travel to Cuba. “Arts are very embedded in Cuban society. There are community arts
projects everywhere.”

Heil teaches art at Frazer School, a 140 student K–12 school on the Fort Peck Indian Reservation in
northeastern Montana. All of the school’s students belong to the Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes.

“Of all the programs I’ve done, this one is most connected to curriculum,” she says. Heil spent two weeks in
Cuba, traveling through the Center for Cuban Studies.

Her travels took her to Havana and to the
communities of Cienfuegos, Trinidad, and
Santiago de Cuba. “We visited artists' homes,
galleries, monuments, and we met community
leaders. Each place was unique. Trinidad's
Spanish colonial architecture is a designated
UNESCO world heritage site; Santiago de Cuba
has a lot of African and Haitian influences;
Cienfuegos is a charming waterfront city located
on a bay. And almost every neighborhood, every
community has public art related to that place,”
she says.

Heil was struck by how engaged local residents
are in making public art and how much that art
engages history and social and political issues.
“The art strengthened the sense of community
and local pride. It expressed community values.
You could see a love of place; the art was
building community relationships.”

Heil teaches almost all Frazer’s junior and senior
high school students every year. This year the
students will select and research a significant
historical event in the community. “We’ll do a lot
of oral history and involve community members
and elders,” she says. Then the students will
design and build a public art piece based on
what they have learned. “We plan to install the
piece and dedicate it to the community in a
celebration by early summer.”

The curriculum is aligned with the four artistic
processes of the new National Visual Arts
standards: creating, presenting, responding, and
connecting. “And we are embracing the
principles of place-based learning,” Heil
emphasizes. “We don’t know where the students and community will take us. That’s a little scary. But it’s also
the exciting part.”

You can see Heil’s video, Cuba: Up Close & Personal here.

Learn more about how teachers in your rural school can participate in the Rural Trust Global Teacher
Fellowship program by visiting the program’s website. Applications for 2015 are open. Deadline is January 30,
2015.

 

Long-Running South Carolina Funding Lawsuit Decided

After 21 years in the courts, South Carolina’s Abbeville school finance lawsuit has been decided. Earlier this
month the State Supreme Court ruled in a 3–2 decision that the state is failing to provide the poorest districts
with enough funding to meet the constitutional standard of a minimally adequate education. (See previous RPM

http://www.cubanartspace.net/gallery/index.php
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5eLaJ5lpiQ&feature=youtu.be
http://www.globalteacherfellowship.ruraledu.org/


coverage of Abbeville here and here.)

The ruling addresses several concerns of high-poverty rural districts, including long bus rides and substandard
teacher certification. Specifically, in reference to one-way bus rides of two hours, the Court found that
“inadequate transportation fails to convey children to school or home in a manner conducive to even minimal
academic achievement.”

The Court also found that the state’s teacher certification process makes it possible for teachers who do not
meet “minimal teaching-competency standards” and teachers who are not certified at all to teach core
subjects. These teachers are more concentrated in low-wealth, high-poverty rural districts. 

The court ordered the legislature to fix the school finance system but did not specify the remedy. 

"We are pleased the real work of creating a new and fair funding system can begin," says Amanda Adler,
attorney at South Carolina Appleseed Legal Justice Center. Adler served as Director of the Rural School Finance
Center at the Rural Trust. South Carolina Appleseed is a friend of the court for the Abbeville plaintiffs.

"An important task now is to determine the real cost of a constitutionally adequate education in the plaintiff
districts," Adler says. "That will be an important starting point."

The two dissenting justices argued that school funding is a legislative matter and the court was overstepping
its boundaries.

Complex history

The initial lawsuit was filed in 1993 by a group of rural, high-poverty districts that claimed the state’s 1977
funding formula was unconstitutional because the property tax base in rural districts prevented them from
generating local revenues at the rates of wealthier, more urban districts.

Like many school finance lawsuits, Abbeville has had a complex history. The state argued for dismissal of the
case, which was granted in 1996. But plaintiffs appealed and in 1999 the state Supreme Court found that the
state was obligated to provide “the opportunity for each child to receive a minimally adequate” education,
including adequate safe facilities and opportunities for children to acquire academic and vocational skills in
reading and writing, math, science, and social studies.

The 1999 ruling reduced the number of districts in the case from 40 to eight and returned the case to the
Circuit Court to hear arguments over what constitutes a minimally adequate education. Those arguments
began in 2003. In 2005, the court found that the state was failing to fund pre-K through third grade at
adequate levels. The state appealed the portion of the ruling related to early childhood funding and plaintiffs
appealed the portion of the ruling related to teacher pay and facilities.

What’s next?

The South Carolina Supreme Court ruling ordered both the plaintiff districts and the legislature to propose
remedies to the constitutional violation. 

Newly elected state superintendent Molly Spearman says she saw funding disparities due to local revenue
capacity first hand when she worked in rural Saluda County. Spearman testified to that effect in the Abbeville
case in the early 2000s. Governor Nikki Haley has also indicated that she understands funding challenges
facing rural school districts.

One possible remedy that will likely be considered is a proposal to establish a statewide property tax for
schools. A similar measure, called the S.C. Jobs, Education and Tax Act, was introduced in the legislature last
year but died in committee. It would have created a statewide property tax with revenues distributed to all 82
school districts.

Such a measure would help ease one of the difficulties common to rural districts across the country and the
one originally identified in Abbeville: the inability to generate significant revenues from local property taxes
even when rural tax rates are relatively high.

Last year’s statewide property tax bill would have guaranteed that state funding to wealthier districts would not
be cut under the measure for 25 years. It would also have granted tax relief for businesses in rural counties
with tax rates higher than the proposed statewide rate and would have allowed local districts to raise property
tax rates above the state rate to support local schools.

While a measure like the S.C. Jobs, Education and Tax Act would generate more equitable revenues for rural
low-wealth districts, it would not directly address the additional needs of students living in poverty. Nor would

http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2896
http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2223


it help the state’s poorest districts make up for years of severe underfunding.

The predictable but disastrous idea to consolidate school districts is also floating around. District consolidation
is often proposed in response to rural low-wealth districts that win a school finance ruling. But there is almost
no research evidence that district consolidation has saved money where it has been implemented. There is,
however, extensive research demonstrating that district consolidation leads to the loss of local leadership, the
closure of rural schools, greater economic decline in rural communities, much longer bus rides for rural
students, reduced family involvement, and academic and extracurricular outcomes that are generally worse
than before consolidation.

Adler says the state should not consider consolidation or any single piece of legislation as the answer. "I hope
the state will take a deeper and broader view of what will make a difference," she said.

South Carolina’s rural low wealth school districts face some of the toughest challenges in the nation. The state
has the opportunity to address some of these challenges if it implements a thoughtful, strategic funding
system. To do so it must work respectfully and collaboratively with rural districts, especially the Abbeville
plaintiffs, to build on their strengths, make the most of their rural characteristics, and provide their students
with more than “minimally adequate” educational opportunity.

"This is an important decision in South Carolina," Adler says. "It is important to honor and remember the good
work and energies of all the people who have worked in and with our state's rural school districts to make it
happen, including those who did not live long enough to see this day." 

Read more:

Local coverage:

http://www.thestate.com/2014/11/12/3807370_breaking-sc-supreme-court-finds.html?sp=/99/132/&rh=1

http://www.heraldonline.com/2014/11/23/6557244/statewide-property-tax-could-address.html?sp=/100/104/

http://www.free-times.com/cover/abbeville-aftermath-where-do-we-go-from-here-111914

http://www.thestate.com/2014/11/23/3827597/scoppe-legislators-first-response.html

National coverage:

http://www.educationjustice.org/news/november-14-2014-south-carolina-school-funding-denies-students-
constitutional-opportunity.html

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/District_Dossier/2014/11/sc_supreme_court_
rules_that_th.html

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/early_years/2014/11/court_ruling_may_open_
way_for_more_early_education_in_south_carolina.html?qs=south+carolina

The ruling:

http://sccourts.org/opinions/HTMLFiles/SC/27466.pdf

Prior RPM Coverage:

http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2896

http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2223

 

Rural Districts Key Plaintiffs in Recent School Finance Lawsuits

Plaintiffs have filed lawsuits in Colorado, Pennsylvania, Mississippi, and New Jersey charging their states with
failing to provide constitutionally required funding for schools. Rural districts are among the plaintiffs in all four
states.

We take a look at each of the lawsuits and the particular rural funding issues at stake. Please note that related
“Read More” links are provided at the end of each section.

http://www.thestate.com/2014/11/12/3807370_breaking-sc-supreme-court-finds.html?sp=/99/132/&rh=1
http://www.heraldonline.com/2014/11/23/6557244/statewide-property-tax-could-address.html?sp=/100/104/
http://www.free-times.com/cover/abbeville-aftermath-where-do-we-go-from-here-111914
http://www.thestate.com/2014/11/23/3827597/scoppe-legislators-first-response.html
http://www.educationjustice.org/news/november-14-2014-south-carolina-school-funding-denies-students-constitutional-opportunity.html
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/District_Dossier/2014/11/sc_supreme_court_rules_that_th.html
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/early_years/2014/11/court_ruling_may_open_way_for_more_early_education_in_south_carolina.html?qs=south+carolina
http://sccourts.org/opinions/HTMLFiles/SC/27466.pdf
http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2896
http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2223
file:///Users/gerrycervenka/Documents/Clients/RSCT/RPM/pdfRPM/RPM16_11.html#colorado
file:///Users/gerrycervenka/Documents/Clients/RSCT/RPM/pdfRPM/RPM16_11.html#pennsylvania
file:///Users/gerrycervenka/Documents/Clients/RSCT/RPM/pdfRPM/RPM16_11.html#mississippi
file:///Users/gerrycervenka/Documents/Clients/RSCT/RPM/pdfRPM/RPM16_11.html#newjersey


Colorado should enforce its voter-approved school funding law

A lawsuit filed in June in Colorado may proceed, according to a state District Court ruling issued earlier this
month.

Dwyer was filed by the Colorado Rural School Alliance representing 147 rural school districts, the Colorado PTA,
four sets of parents including lead plaintiff Lindi Dwyer, and several other school districts. The lawsuit asks the
court to enforce Amendment 23, which was passed by voters in 2000 after cuts to education funding.

The state had sought to have the suit dismissed.

Amendment 23 requires the state to gradually restore education funding to 1988 levels and to maintain
funding during economic downturns. The legislature complied until 2010 when it began to cut funding, to the
tune of nearly $1 billion each year, using a technique called the “negative factor.” Cuts have been especially
hard on rural districts.

Dwyer plaintiffs are seeking enforcement of Amendment 23 and the elimination of the Negative Factor and
similar measures.

Rural Trust Board member Kathleen Gebhardt is co-lead attorney in the lawsuit.

Read more:

http://www.cpr.org/news/story/parents-school-districts-file-lawsuit-asking-state-enforce-amendment-23

http://www.cpr.org/sites/default/files/dwyer_order_11.12.14.pdf

http://www.cpr.org/news/story/denver-court-rejects-dismissal-education-funding-lawsuit

Pennsylvania plaintiffs seek rational formula

Rural school districts are also involved in a lawsuit filed against the commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The
Pennsylvania Association for Small and Rural Schools, along with the Pennsylvania NAACP, six school districts,
and a group of parents are charging the state has failed to meet its obligation to develop a funding system that
meets constitutional requirements. Plaintiffs are represented by the Education Law Center and the Public
Interest Law Center of Philadelphia.

Pennsylvania does not have a formal school funding mechanism. Plaintiffs charge that the state has developed
academic standards and requirements but has not provided resources sufficient to meet the standards.

The lawsuit also alleges that students in property and income-poor districts are denied an adequate education
while students in property and income-rich districts receive a high-quality education. The funding gap between
high and low-spending districts is more than $15,000 per student annually.

A study presented by thenotebook.org, an “independent, nonprofit news service serving thousands of
supporters of the Philadelphia public schools,” finds a strong correlation between funding levels and
racial/ethnic demographics of districts. Districts with more diverse student populations receive less-than-
expected levels of funding, while less diverse districts with mostly white student populations receive more-
than-expected funding.

In 1999, the state Supreme Court ruled that school funding matters were a legislative rather than judicial
concern. The Court also ordered the state to develop academic standards and left the door open for possible
future challenges.

In 2006 the Legislature told the state Board of Education to determine the per-pupil cost of educating a
student to the state’s academic standards. That costing-out study determined a need for more than $4 billion
in new funding and found that poorer districts had much greater needs than wealthier districts. In response,
the state developed and began phasing in a funding formula in 2008. But in 2011, in Governor Tom Corbett’s
administration, the state quit using the formula and cut $860 million in funding to schools, with the deepest per
pupil cuts affecting the poorest districts.

Plaintiffs argue that state standards and the costing-out study form a rational basis for determining how much
funding is needed.

Education funding was a significant issue in this month’s gubernatorial election in which Corbett was defeated
by Tom Wolf.

Read more:

https://coloradoruralcaucus.wordpress.com/
http://www.cpr.org/news/story/parents-school-districts-file-lawsuit-asking-state-enforce-amendment-23
http://www.cpr.org/sites/default/files/dwyer_order_11.12.14.pdf
http://www.cpr.org/news/story/denver-court-rejects-dismissal-education-funding-lawsuit
http://www.edlawcenter.org/
http://www.pilcop.org/#sthash.ItpaNyQc.dpbs
http://thenotebook.org/blog/147895/pa-state-education-funding-has-racially-discriminatory-impact
http://www.thenotebook.org/


Local coverage:

https://www.post-gazette.com/news/education/2014/11/23/Suit-calls-state-school-funding-arbitrary-and-
irrational/stories/201411170009

National coverage and opinion:

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/District_Dossier/2014/11/pa_school_
districts_parents_su.html

http://thenotebook.org/blog/147895/pa-state-education-funding-has-racially-discriminatory-impact

http://www.civilrights.org/press/2014/pa-ed-lawsuit.html

http://www.paschoolfunding.org/

Mississippi districts sue for funding

At least 19 Mississippi school districts have filed suit against the state claiming they have not received all the
money owed them under the Mississippi Adequate Educational Program (MAEP), the state’s funding formula.
The districts, known as the MAEP Legal Group, are asking for $134 million, the amount that plaintiff districts
have been underfunded since 2010.

MAEP has only been fully funded two times since it was passed in 1997.

Former Governor Ronnie Musgrove filed the lawsuit on behalf of the districts. Musgrove was governor when
MAEP was passed. The suit also asks the court to order the legislature to fully fund MAEP in the future.

The lawsuit, however, is not without detractors, even among groups advocating for better school funding in
Mississippi. The organization Better Schools, Better Jobs, which led a successful petition drive to place an
amendment on the ballot to require the Legislature to fully fund the state’s share of the formula, has spoken
out against the lawsuit. And the Parents Campaign, which advocates for MAEP funding and supports charter
schools, has expressed concern that the legislature might dismantle MAEP in response to the lawsuit.

State Attorney General Jim Hood has announced that he will file a motion to dismiss the lawsuit.

Read more:

Local coverage:

http://www.clarionledger.com/story/news/politics/2014/08/28/lawsuit-expected-k-education-
funding/14740291/

http://www.clarionledger.com/story/news/politics/2014/10/02/ag-seek-dismissal-adequate-education-fund-
lawsuit/16589049/

National coverage:

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/District_Dossier/2014/08/mississippi_
districts_sue_the.html?qs=school+funding+mississippi

http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2014/09/10/03brief-13.h34.html?qs=school+funding+mississippi

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/District_Dossier/2014/09/_more_miss_
school_districts_jo.html?qs=school+funding+mississippi

Better Schools, Better Jobs website:

http://www.betterms.org/

Parents Campaign website:

http://www.msparentscampaign.org/

New Jersey rural districts sue

Sixteen rural New Jersey school districts have filed a lawsuit claiming they have been underfunded by $18
million since the state cut education funding in 2011.

https://www.post-gazette.com/news/education/2014/11/23/Suit-calls-state-school-funding-arbitrary-and-irrational/stories/201411170009
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/District_Dossier/2014/11/pa_school_districts_parents_su.html
http://thenotebook.org/blog/147895/pa-state-education-funding-has-racially-discriminatory-impact
http://www.civilrights.org/press/2014/pa-ed-lawsuit.html
http://www.paschoolfunding.org/
http://www.betterms.org/home/
http://www.msparentscampaign.org/
http://www.clarionledger.com/story/news/politics/2014/08/28/lawsuit-expected-k-education-funding/14740291/
http://www.clarionledger.com/story/news/politics/2014/10/02/ag-seek-dismissal-adequate-education-fund-lawsuit/16589049/
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/District_Dossier/2014/08/mississippi_districts_sue_the.html?qs=school+funding+mississippi
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2014/09/10/03brief-13.h34.html?qs=school+funding+mississippi
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/District_Dossier/2014/09/_more_miss_school_districts_jo.html?qs=school+funding+mississippi
http://www.betterms.org/
http://www.msparentscampaign.org/


The districts, known as “Bacon districts” and represented by the Education Law Center, say they are not able
to provide students with art and music and are struggling to offer Common Core subjects. Many also say they
are not able to offer preschool programs. The lawsuit asks that state aid be increased to comply with the
School Funding Reform Act and that additional funding be provided where needed.

Read more:

Local coverage:

http://www.nj.com/south/index.ssf/2014/09/rural_nj_school_districts_need_
more_funding_lawsuit_against_doe_states.html

National coverage:

http://www.edlawcenter.org/news/archives/school-funding/nj-rural-students-file-lawsuit-for-fair-funding-and-
preschool.html

http://www.educationjustice.org/news/august-8-2014-elc-joins-new-york-and-new-jersey-lawsuits-for-
education-rights.html

 

Charters, School Finance Ruling All Mixed Up in Washington
State

The Washington State Legislature is in contempt for failing to make progress toward rectifying the state’s
school funding system. But being in contempt is not keeping state officials from referencing the Court’s funding
order as a defense of the state’s charter law.

It’s a bit convoluted, but worth following.

In late 2012, Washington voters approved an initiative to allow charter schools in the state. Several months
later, a coalition of organizations filed a lawsuit challenging the state’s charter school law on grounds that it
unconstitutionally diverts public funding for schools to charter organizations that are not under public oversight.

That coalition includes the Washington Education Association, the Washington Association of School
Administrators, the League of Women Voters, and El Centro de la Raza, along with parents, children, and other
advocates.

Last December, King County Superior Court Judge Jean Rietschel ruled that the charter school law could
continue to be implemented. However, she also held that parts of the charter law were unconstitutional on
grounds that charters are not “common” schools and therefore ineligible for certain types of funding, including
funding for facilities.

According to a blog post in Education Week, State Assistant Attorney General Dave Stolier had argued that the
Supreme Court in its school finance ruling had told the state “to innovate and change to meet the needs of
Washington children.”

Both sides asked the state Supreme Court to directly review the case. In August of this year, the Court agreed
to the review and scheduled it for October 28. The review was expected to focus on determining whether
charter schools are considered common schools under state law. No further information about outcomes of the
review was available when this RPM article was written.

Washington voters had declined several charter ballot initiatives prior to 2012, despite the presence of the pro-
charter Gates Foundation. (See this infographic from Yes! magazine on the relationship between school
privatization, charters, testing, Gates, and teacher salaries.)

We find it interesting that Washington State officials have fought the Court on funding traditional public schools
yet references the same court order to defend spending on charters. The outcome of this review will be
interesting to follow.

Read more:

Local coverage:

Finance contempt ruling:

http://www.edlawcenter.org/
http://www.nj.com/south/index.ssf/2014/09/rural_nj_school_districts_need_more_funding_lawsuit_against_doe_states.html
http://www.edlawcenter.org/news/archives/school-funding/nj-rural-students-file-lawsuit-for-fair-funding-and-preschool.html
http://www.educationjustice.org/news/august-8-2014-elc-joins-new-york-and-new-jersey-lawsuits-for-education-rights.html
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/state_edwatch/2013/11/challenge_to_charter-school_law_in_wash_state_now_in_judges_hands.html?qs=Washington+State
http://www.edweek.org/
http://www.yesmagazine.org/issues/education-uprising/why-corporations-want-our-public-schools
http://www.yesmagazine.org/


http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2024518538_mcclearyorderxml.html

Attorney General statement on 2013 charter ruling:

http://www.atg.wa.gov/pressrelease.aspx?id=31567

Hearing scheduled:

http://mynorthwest.com/174/2588128/Washington-high-court-to-hear-charter-school-case

http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2014/aug/16/washington-supreme-court-to-hear-charter-school/

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/charterschoice/2014/08/challenge_to_
washington_charter_school_law_heading_to_the_state_supreme_court.html?qs=Washington+State

More information on the charter lawsuit:

http://seattleducation2010.wordpress.com/2013/07/05/washington-state-charter-school-lawsuit-the-details/

http://seattleducation2010.wordpress.com/2014/08/16/the-washington-supreme-court-to-hear-charter-school-
case/

National coverage:

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/state_edwatch/2013/11/challenge_to_charter-
school_law_in_wash_state_now_in_judges_hands.html?qs=Washington+State

yes! magazine infographic on privatization

http://www.yesmagazine.org/issues/education-uprising/why-corporations-want-our-public-schools
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