
Study Circles: Dialogue and Action to Ensure Success of All Children

 
Like many rural school districts in northeastern 
North Carolina, Halifax County and 
Northampton County schools face challenges 
of: 
  • Low graduation rates 
  • Closing the gaps in student achievement 
  • Recruiting and retaining good teachers. 
 
To ensure success of all young people, 
community members and community-based 
organizations must step up and do their part. 
 
To find long-term solutions, we must begin 
with a safe and productive process that will 
help us have conversations about education, 
race, funding, cultural differences, and 
community support.  Then we must build a 
vision and design strategies that involve the 
entire community in ensuring the success of 
every child. 
 
Study Circles will help us to build necessary 
trust and relationships, understand the 
problems, find common ground solutions, 
create strategies for long-term success, and 
work together for all children. 
 

 

 
How Will the Process Work?  The 
dialogues will be community-wide.  Eight to 
twelve people from diverse backgrounds and 
viewpoints will meet together for four two-hour 
sessions in a study circle. Two facilitators and a 
discussion guide will help the group build trust, 
talk about the issues, find common ground, and 
develop steps toward making change happen in 
our schools and communities.  
 
Where Will This Lead? We expect the 
dialogue and action to lead to long-term change 
in our counties. Participants’ suggestions will 
be introduced to the community in an action 
forum. Participants and organizers will then 
begin working together to implement the action 
ideas. A forum will be held one year later to 
report to the community, school officials, and 
local leaders on the progress. 
 
Why Should You Participate? For our 
communities to prosper, all of our children 
need to do well. Here is a chance to join with 
your neighbors in an honest and productive 
dialogue and change process. No special 
experience is needed, and all participants are 
equal. You will have a real opportunity to make 
an impact. 
 
 
 
This special Connecting School and Community 
Project is sponsored by UHURU Community 
Development Corporation, and the Rural School 
and Community Trust.

To join a circle, or for more information, contact: 
 
In Northampton County 
Anthony Clark 
UHURU CDC 
252-539-8832 
uhurucdc@hotmail.com 

In Halifax County contact: 
Doris Mack 
Families Supporting Families 
252-535-4100 
socfsf@yahoo.com

Or, provide the following information: 
-------------------------------------------------Detach here-------------------------------------------------- 

Yes, I am interested in joining or learning more about the study circle process. 
 
Name __________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________ 

Telephone # _____________________________ 
 
Email Address ___________________________

 
_______________________________________ 


